






3. Guevavi/Santa Fe Area-Stringer of mature cottonwoods, narrow mesquite bosque on east 
side, historical cienega, nesting Gray Hawks, and relatively high groundwater. 

4. Buena Vista to Border-Stringer of mature cottonwoods, narrow mesquite bosque on west 
side, irrigated fields attract birds. 

5. Tucson Audubon Conservation Easement-Stringer of cottonwood/willow forest, high 
restoration potential of cottonwood/willow gallery forest and bunch grasslands. Also, 
remnant "borrow pits" are attractive to birds. 

6. Cumero Canyon to Kino Springs-Stringer of mature cottonwoods, restoration potential, 
Kino Springs ponds an oasis for waterbirds, and nesting Gray Hawks. 

7. Esperanza to Tubac-narrow cottonwood/willow vegetation (degraded), high restoration 
potential, east side mesquite bosque -second largest on river, important wildlife corridor 
connection through Cottonwood Canyon to Santa Rita Mountains. 

8. State Trust Lands-holds key upland semiarid grassland, desert wash habitat, function as 
important connecting corridor lands to river for wildlife passage, and conserve groundwater 
necessary for mountain front recharge to the lower valley. 

Appendix A 
A conservation implementation plan is provided in Appendix A. The plan lists potential 
actions by partners in delineated river reaches in order to achieve regionally significant 
riparian habitat conservation and restoration. 

AppendixB 
A summary table detailing natural history for groups of birds associated with different 
riparian vegetation components is provided in Appendix B. These tables provide landowners 
and managers easy access to information regarding species habitat needs, timing of breeding, 
stressors, and species sensitivities, which should help in guiding land management decisions 
to benefit the conservation of these bird species. 

Conclusion 
The potential for ecosystem recovery of the Upper Santa Cruz River Riparian Corridor is 
high. Much of the valley retains its rural character and development is not yet widespread. 
Significant open-space exists. Key riparian vegetation components are present and provide 
important wildlife habitat. Santa Cruz County residents have recognized the unique and 
important values of the region, and addressed their importance in the Santa Cruz County 
Comprehensive Plan (2004). This Plan will help guide the process of implementing the 
County's Plan and benefit landowners interested in riparian habitat conservation along the 
Santa Cruz River. It provides needed scientific information for riparian habitat conservation; 
identifies the most important sub-areas for conservation; and provides an implementation 
plan detailing the highest priority conservation actions for stakeholders to pursue within the 
Upper Santa Cruz River. This Plan is a "voluntary plan," and has no regulatory authority. 
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